
Growing the Scope Of Sustainability and Leveraging 
Student Engagement



About UTD

Rooted in 
Research

Founded in 
1969

28,755 
Students

8 schools
141 

programs 

Young, 
Geeky, and 
Innovative!

STEM 
Focused



40% 
Increase

http://www.utdallas.edu/sustainability/

5 Years of Growth



87% 
Increase

http://www.utdallas.edu/sustainability/

5 Years of Growth
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Sustainability at UTD

Water

Buildings

Compost

Recycling

Energy

Landscapes

The UT Dallas Sustainability Team 
is part of Facilities Management.

• Water Refill 
Stations*

• Efficient 
Fixtures*

• Irrigation*

• PV Panels
• EV Charging
• LED Lighting*
• Reflective 

Roofing*

• Dining Hall and 
Union Food Waste 
to Organix

• Residence Halls in 
Fall

• 6 LEED 
Certified 
Buildings

• 2 In Progress
• Net Zero 

Parking Garage

• Single Stream 
• Special 

Collections for 
batteries, plastic 
film, Styrofoam, 
ink toner

• 3 Monarch 
Waystations

• Native 
Wildflowers

• Tree Campus USA
• 2 Apiaries



Sustainable Partnerships

Sustainability Committee

Student Government Green 
Initiative

Office for Student 
Volunteerism



Eco Rep Program

Eco-Rep program grew out of the Sustainability Intern 
Program.  Will have 6 Eco Reps in Fall. Eco Reps are peer 

educators and lead projects to advance sustainability.





Sustainability in Higher Education



The Future of Sustainability 
at UT Dallas



Growing Sustainability

• AASHE STARS Report (Eco Rep)

• Bee Campus USA (Eco Rep)

• New Apiary (McDermott Scholars)

• Food Waste Expansion (Eco Reps, Student Gov, Student Orgs)

• Orchard Planting (Eco Reps, Volunteers)

• Green Lab Initiative (Eco Rep)

• Green Office Initiative

• Global Citizen Sustainability Service Honors(Eco Rep)

• Sustainability Literacy Assessment (Student Gov)

• Sustainability Culture Assessment (Student Gov)

• Residence Hall Composting (Eco Rep)

• Bi-Weekly Meetings with Provost Office

• Sustainability in University Strategic Plan

• Sustainability featured heavily in Campus Master Plan



On the Horizon

• File STARS Report and continue to 
improve.

• North Texas Regional Centre for Expertise
• Utility Master Plan
• Sustainability Master Plan
• More LEED Buildings
• Worker’s Rights Consortium and Fair 

Labor Association
• Green Fee?

• Sustainable Learning Outcomes
• Research Center?
• Curriculum Development?

• … Continue to collaborate with 
stakeholders to grow scope for the 
benefit of students.

Sustainability Sustainability



Questions?

Sustainability Sustainability

Gary.Cocke@UTDallas.edu


