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INTRODUCTION


•  Identify the advantages of including credit-based learning in 
campus projects versus hiring consultants


•  Extrapolate and apply a plan for implementation of the Tree 

Campus USA process for a campus.


•  Actively think and create a sustainable tree management plan 

for your campus, and community. 


•  Identify opportunities to implement additional experiential 

learning on campus




EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT


•  Interdisciplinary | Course Credit


•  Service Learning | Hands-on Experience


•  Campus as a Living Lab


•  Community Engagement


ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION  | TREE CAMPUS USA




TREE CAMPUS USA STANDARDS


1.  Campus Tree Advisory Committee


2.  Campus Tree Care Plan


3.  Campus Tree Program with Dedicated Annual Expenditures


4.  Arbor Day Observance


5.  Service Learning Projects




INITIAL STEP


•  Identifying a Faculty Champion

	
  
	
  

•  Identifying a Graduate Student


Dr. Alexis Racelis


Jorge Cantu




DEVELOPING A COURSE


•  GRA 2 year Program 

•  Campus Zoning 


•  Inventory Outline 


•  Course Outline 


ZONE	
  1	
   ZONE	
  2	
  

ZONE	
  3	
   ZONE	
  4	
  



COLLABORATIONS

•  Institutional Support 

•  Facilities Planning & Operations


•  Office for Sustainability 


•  City and Regional Foresters 


•  GIS Specialist 




DEVELOPING A PROPOSAL 


•  Objective 

•  Benefits 


•  SLO’s 


•  Community Impact


•  Identifying Needs

•  Departmental Support


•  Community Support


•  Gifts in Kind




ESTABLISHING A COMMITTEE 




Goal:   Develop a course in the context of 
this sustainability objective 
 
 



Declining	
  capacity	
  in	
  food,	
  agriculture,	
  natural	
  resources	
  and	
  related	
  
sciences	
  (APLU,	
  2009)	
  requires	
  radical	
  transforma?on	
  of	
  
undergraduate	
  educa?on	
  (NAP	
  Press	
  201	
  1).	
  	
  
	
  



Systems-­‐based	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  	
  
•  Diversity	
  of	
  elements	
  within	
  any	
  system	
  is	
  oFen	
  associated	
  

with	
  system	
  resilience	
  
•  Diversity	
  of	
  elements	
  within	
  classrooms	
  is	
  increasingly	
  rare	
  

•  Inquiry	
  Based/Problem	
  Based	
  Instruc?on	
  
•  Experien?al	
  Learning	
  
•  Community-­‐Engaged	
  Scholarship.	
  

	
  



To	
  inspire	
  and	
  prepare	
  skilled	
  and	
  competitive	
  professionals	
  
who	
  can	
  help	
  address	
  our	
  pressing	
  socio-­‐environmental	
  
problems	
  though	
  ecological	
  literacy.	
  	
  
	
  
(1) look	
  at	
  the	
  world	
  with	
  an	
  ecological	
  lens,	
  recognizing	
  
connections	
  of	
  elements	
  within	
  a	
  system	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  deep	
  
understanding	
  of	
  ecological	
  concepts	
  

(2) identify	
  and	
  explain	
  speci>ic	
  patterns	
  or	
  phenomenon	
  resulting	
  
from	
  these	
  connections	
  and	
  interactions	
  with	
  a	
  system,	
  and	
  

(3) 	
  have	
  both	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  motivation	
  to	
  critically	
  evaluate	
  the	
  
implications	
  of	
  such	
  patterns,	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  solving	
  real	
  
world	
  ecological	
  problems.	
  



STUDENT RECRUITMENT COURSE MARKETING 




EQUIPMENT PURCHASE AND TRAINING 




Student Training




COURSE/INVENTORY BEGINS




COURSE/INVENTORY BEGINS




COURSE/INVENTORY BEGINS




COURSE/INVENTORY BEGINS




GIS MAPPING






UTRGV URBAN FORESTRY TEAM 


•  32	
  students	
  
•  72	
  SCH	
  
•  1	
  MS	
  Thesis	
  
	
  
•  Community	
  of	
  Learning	
  
•  Community	
  Engagement	
  

•  Local	
  and	
  na?onal	
  
recogni?on	
  

•  Tree	
  Campus	
  USA	
  
designa?on	
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•  32	
  students	
  
•  72	
  SCH	
  
•  1	
  MS	
  Thesis	
  
	
  
•  Community	
  of	
  Learning	
  
•  Community	
  Engagement	
  

•  Local	
  and	
  naConal	
  
recogniCon	
  

•  Tree	
  Campus	
  USA	
  
designaCon	
  



Students	
  prac?ced	
  meaningful	
  teamwork	
  ,	
  effecCve	
  communicaCon,	
  and	
  new	
  
technical	
  skills.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Students	
  were	
  engaged,	
  curious,	
  prideful,	
  and	
  dedicated	
  to	
  comple?ng	
  the	
  
tasks.	
  	
  Understood	
  and	
  appreciated	
  connecCon	
  of	
  their	
  work	
  to	
  campus	
  
sustainability.	
  
	
  
Students	
  expressed	
  a	
  greater	
  sense	
  of	
  stewardship	
  for	
  urban	
  trees	
  

	
  -­‐-­‐proper	
  tree	
  pruning	
  and	
  management	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐-­‐benefits	
  of	
  trees	
  in	
  urban	
  ecosystems	
  .	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Fostered	
  community	
  engagement	
  and	
  collaboraCon	
  
	
  





TREE CARE MANAGEMENT PLAN




ARBOR DAY  INFO FLYER




CAMPUS TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE STRATEGIC PLANNING


Quarterly Meetings 


December
 March
 June
 September


•  TC-­‐USA	
  Report	
  
•  FESTIBA	
  
•  MLK	
  
•  Coastal	
  Expo	
  
•  Trainings	
  


•  UTRGV	
  Earth	
  Fest	
  
•  McAllen	
  Earth	
  Fest	
  
•  Edinburg	
  Earth	
  Fest	
  
•  McAllen	
  Arbor	
  Day	
  
•  Tour de Trees


•  Prepare	
  
Course	
  and	
  
Recruitment	
  

•  Training	
  and	
  
development	
  

•  Conferences	
  


•  HESTEC	
  
•  Campus	
  Sustainability	
  

Day	
  
•  UTRGV	
  Arbor	
  Day




ARBOR DAY


TREE PLANTINGS | CAMPUS




OTHER SERVICE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES


 

•  Tree Plantings

•  Community Service & Training

•  Storytelling K-6

•  Event Gaming Activities

•  Staff & Community Training & Development

•  Campus & Community Nature Walks

•  Educational Film Series

•  Expert Speaker Presentations

•  Partnerships | MOU’s

•  Internship Support




UTRGV WINS TREE CAMPU USA 
SERVICE LEARNING CONTEST


TREE PLANTINGS | COMMUNITY




MCALLEN ARBOR DAY


	
  

TREE PLANTINGS | COMMUNITY




PORT ISABEL HOUSING AUTHORITY TREE PLANTING


TREE PLANTINGS | COMMUNITY




 



NATIONAL BUTTERFLY CENTER & TRAINING BUTTERFLY GARDEN 



TRAINING & SERVICE | CAMPUS




COMMUNITY SERVICE FOR TRINITY COMMUNITY GARDEN


TRAINING & SERVICE | COMMUNITY




“BUDS IN A BOX” WITH UTRGV’s CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER


TRAINING & SERVICE | CAMPUS




TREE EDUCATION WITH UTRGV’s CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER


TRAINING & SERVICE | CAMPUS PRE-K




THE LORAX STORYTELLING CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER


STORYTELLING | CAMPUS PRE-K




INTERNS PRESENT THE LORAX AT LOCAL MIDDLE SCHOOL


STORYTELLING  | MIDDLE SCHOOL




HESTEC SCAVENGER HUNT


EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY | MIDDLE SCHOOL




COASTAL EXPO


EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY | K-6




CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY DAY


EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY | CAMPUS




PERMACULTURE DESIGN WORKSHOP SERIES


TRAINING  | CAMPUS & COMMUNITY




TREE CARE & MAITENANCE WORKSHOP


TRAINING  | CAMPUS & COMMUNITY




URBAN FORESTRY SEMINAR


TRAINING  | CAMPUS & COMMUNITY




4TH ANNUAL TRACS


TRAINING  | CAMPUS & COMMUNITY




ITCC SAN ANTONIO INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE 
INTERNATIONAL TREE CLIMBING 
CHAMPIONSHIP


TRAINING | COMMUNITY




SOUL OF OUR URBAN FORESTRY WALK


NATURE WALKS | CAMPUS




NATURE WALK VETERANS GARDEN


NATURE WALKS | CAMPUS




TOUR DE TREES


NATURE WALKS | COMMUNITY




EDUCATIONAL FILM SERIES


EDUCATIONAL FILMS | CAMPUS 

& COMMUNITY




“FUTURE OF THE FOREST” WITH DR. RACELIS


SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS | COMMUNITY




PLANTA NATIVA


SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS | COMMUNITY




QUINTA MAZATLAN & UTRGV EDUCATIONAL MOU


PARTNERSHIP | CAMPUS & COMMUNITY




INTERNSHIP SUPPORT




Campus Tree Care Report  
2016 



THE UNSUNG HEROES 	
  



Thank you 




